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Excerpt: . . . 11 I do have to say that what happened there was absolutely no sur-prise to me whatsoever.
Anyone who has been through the electoral process before knows how easy it is for mistakes to occur, typically
using poll workers who do it only a few times a year, and in fact, in my very first election, there was a problem
because my oppo-nents listing and mine were switched in one polling place. I still won, but there was that
problem, and it could have swung the elec-tion. The - it is very important for us to ensure the integrity of the
voting process, and I must add I am particularly concerned about the possibilities of fraud, even though those
of you testifying here today obviously are not the sort of persons who would commit voter fraud, but there is, I
believe, an increasing trend of voter fraud across the country. We managed to get rid of Tammany Hall and all
the other political machines of the past, where the fraud was quite obvious and deliberate, but I, in my work on
the committees dealing with elections in the House, I have discovered that there are increasing problems with
fraud in various parts of the country, and so we have to make sure that all our machines are fraud-proof to the
greatest extent possible. Having said that, I would like to turn to the Ranking Member for his opening statement.
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