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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 edition. Excerpt: .of men called Dikastoel, under the direction of a presiding
officer or archon. They decided by vote, and were under oath, and were probably selected by lot from the body
of freemen. This body, however, does not appear to have been of any regular number, and sometimes
amounted to hundreds; nor do they appear to have answered only to the facts of the case. They were probably
a part of the general assembly of the citizens, which all matters of public interest were decided, including the
decision of disputes between in d ividual citizens. L fOund in the body, with them, called the judiaes-though
sometimes, THE JURY svsrnm. but a single judex passed upon the case. These judices were taken from a
particular class of people-at one time from the Equestrian, at another time, the Senatorial order. They were,
however, clothed with full power over the case, though instructed by the Praetor, and had the power of pardon,
because they were held to represent the sovereign people. They were not restricted to the mere finding of the
facts, as with us. Undoubtedly this mode of proceeding, both among Greeks and Romans, bears no little
resemblance to jury-trial with us, and seems to have had its origin in the small communities, which originally
prevailed in those countries. But this mode of trial passed away, even in those countries, and certainly had no
direct influence in founding the system among our ancestors, though they seem to...
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