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THE IMPROVING STATE OF THE WORLD: WHY WE RE LIVING
LONGER, HEALTHIER, MORE COMFORTABLE LIVES ON A CLEANER
PLANET

Cato Institute,U.S., United States, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 226 x 150 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Many people believe that globalization and its key components have
made matters worse for humanity and the environment. Indur M. Goklany exposes this as a complete myth and
challenges people to consider how much worse the world would be without them. Goklany confronts foes of
globalization and demonstrates that economic growth, technological change and free trade helped to power a
cycle of progress that in the last two centuries enabled unprecedented improvements in every objective
measurement of human well-being. His analysis is accompanied by an extensive range of charts, historical
data, and statistics. The Improving State of the World represents an important contribution to the environment
versus development debate and collects in one volume for the first time the long-term trends in a broad array
of the most significant indicators of human and environmental well-being, and their dependence on economic
development and technological change. While noting that the record is more complicated on the
environmental front, the author shows how innovation, increased aFluence and key institutions have combined
to address environmental degradation. The author notes that the early stages of development can indeed
cause environmental problems, but additional development creates greater wealth allowing societies to create
and aFord cleaner technologies. Development becomes the solution rather than the problem. He maintains
that restricting globalization would therefore hamper further progress in improving human and environmental
well-being, and surmounting future environmental or natural resource limits to growth. **Key points from the
book** * The rates at which hunger and malnutrition have been decreasing in India since 1950 and in China
since 1961 are striking. By 2002 China s food supply had gone up 80 , and India s increased by 50 ....
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