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is generally responsible for setting and enforcing occupational
safety and health standards in the nations workplaces. OSHA
carries out enforcement directly in 34 states and territories,
while the remaining 22 have chosen to administer their own
enforcement programs (state-run programs) under plans
approved by OSHA. GAO was asked to review issues related to
state-run programs. This report examines (1) what challenges
states face in administering their safety and health programs,
and (2) how OSHA responds to state-run programs with
performance issues. GAO reviewed relevant federal laws,
regulations and OSHA policies; conducted a survey of 22 state-
run programs; and interviewed officials in OSHAs national
office, all 10 OSHA regions, and from a nongeneralizable
sample of 5 state-run programs; and interviewed labor and
business associations and safety and health experts. State-run
programs face several challenges that primarily relate to
staffing, and include having constrained budgets, according to
OSHA and state officials. States have difficulty filling vacant
inspector positions, obtaining training for inspectors, and
retaining qualified inspectors. Recruiting inspectors is difficult
due to the shortage of qualified candidates, relatively low...
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