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State University of New York Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 168 pages. Dimensions: 8.8in. x
5.9in. x 0.6in.Argues that Aristotles writings about the natural world contain a rhetorical surface as well as a
philosophic core and shows that Aristotles genuine views have not been refuted by modern science and still
deserve serious attention. Maintaining that Aristotles writings about the natural world contain a rhetorical
surface as well as a philosophic core, David Bolotin argues in this book that Aristotle never seriously intended
many of his doctrines that have been demolished by modern science. To that end, he presents a number of case
studies to show that Aristotle deliberately misrepresented his views about nature--a thought that was
commonly shared by commentators on his work in late antiquity and the middle ages. Bolotin demonstrates
that Aristotles real views have not been refuted by modern science and still deserve our most serious attention.
This remarkable work addresses with an open mind the question of the validity of Aristotles natural science, in
full awareness of the very great obstacles which stand in the way of an informed acceptance of its validity,
obstacles stemming both from modern natural science and from the complexities and obscurities of the
Aristotelian text itself. The book provides a truly philosophic treatment of the question of the requirements that
a genuine science of nature would have to fulfill as well as of the related question of whether any approach is
capable of fulfilling all of them. The treatment of these questions is all the more effective and illuminating for
being presented in the course of case studies of central topics with which any such science would have to deal.
Moreover, while the study is a pioneering one, and to that extent merely a first step, it is difficult to...
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