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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Its the tale of a rather bookish gentleman who is virtually press-ganged
to work on a sailing ship. Through vicious hardship he is faced with the choice of survival (and in the process
compromising his morality) or almost certain death. The main villain, if you will, is the Captain of the ship,
whos physical strength and presence is overwhelming. When I first dipped into THE SEA WOLF, I was struck by
its similarity to CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS. Humphrey van Weydons ferry-steamer, The Martinez, is rammed by
another ship in San Francisco Bay in a heavy fog. Van Weydon is rescued by Wolf Larsen, captain of the seal-
hunter, The Ghost. Larsen refuses to take Van Weydon ashore, laughing at his oHer of money. Once again, I am
reminded of another famous book, MOBY DICK, and Larsen is Captain Ahab. Ruthless and single-minded,
Larsen decides to make Van Weydon his cabin boy on this four month trip to provide seal pelts for fashionable
American women. Van Weydon resists until Larsen catches hold of his arm and squeezes. A man of letters who
freely admits never working a day in his life, Van Weydon does everything hes told from that point on, including
aiding and abetting the Captain as he mistreats his crew. Early on we learn some of Larsens motivation when
he and Van Weydon have a literary discussion. We discover that Larsen is a literary bully. Hes never spent a day
in school, but he reads Shakespeare, Robert Browning and John Milton. Londons theme becomes clear and
Larsen and van Weydon argue about immortality, van Weydon declaring that man has a soul; Larsen retorting
with a Scrooge-like Bah! And suddenly...
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